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No. CXVIII.

To MR, CUNNINGHAM,

1791.

LET me interest you, my dear Can-
nlngham, in behalf of the gentleman who waits
on you with this. He is a Mr. Clarke, of Mof-
fat, principal schoolmaster there, and is at pre-
sent suffering severely under the * * * * * * of
one or two powerful individuals of his employ-
ers. He is accused of harshness to **** that
were placed under his care. God help the
teacher, if a man of sensibility and genius,
and such is my friend Clarke, when a booby
father presents him with his booby son, and in-
sists on lighting up the rays of science in a fel-
low's head whose skull is impervious and inac-
cessible by any other way than a positive frac-
ture with a cudgel: a fellow whom, in fact, it
savours of impiety to attempt i&aking a scholar
of, as he has been marked a blockhead in the
book of fate, at the almighty fiat of his Crea-
tor,
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